GENOA, ITALY
~ 7-17 NOVEMBER
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had completed a journey whichtook usfrom
the warmth of Tunisia northward through
the Strait of Messina to meet the cold rains
of the northernmost reaches of the Medi-
terranecan Sea.

The great size and industrial complexity of this, Italy’s
chief seaport was a psychological jolt; the GEARING having
been the center of attraction in Sfax, was now reduced to
the insignificance of being just another of the scores ol visit-
ing ships.

But the American sailor’s adventurous spirit was not
deterred. Leave takers ranged as far north as Switzerland
and Southern Germany to take advantage of the first skiing

' of the season. Shorter trips to Venice, Florence, Piza, Porto-
fino, and Rapallo were made by enterprising tourists. For
the majority who stayed on in Genoa, the historical attrac-
tions and busy night life occupied most of their time.

Most remembered will be the hillside funiculars, Colum-
bus’ birthplace, the Texas Bar, and the immortal Lisa at
the Zanzibar.

\ Posse warns intruder away from popular Genoa pub

Fntering Port




Genovese dock workers gaze in awe at
proficiency of Gearing sailor
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I Alter 3 “dry” weeks the ship reccived a
shipment of milk in Genoa.




BARCELONA, SPAIN

28 NOVEMBER
1 DECEMBER

Ancient cloisters of Santa Fulazia Cathedral

While there were few genuine tourist attractions
in Barcelona at that time of year, the general con-
sensus was that we should have stayed longer.

The prices of everything in this Spanish port
averaged 30 per cent lower than anywhere else
in the Mediterrancan. For the first time since leaving
Newport we were able to hail a cab without fear
of being taken to the cleaners.

Barcelona is a modern city, with broad avenues ; i IR
and many fine parks. It is characterized by strik- Curious crowds preferred U.S. Navy ships to the
ing new business and shopping districts which ex- N.S. Savannah docked a few piers away.

b tend outward from the port area and the old sector
with narrow streets and bargain shops.

We stayed too short a time to fully explore
the town and see the surrounding countryside. but
what we saw we liked and remembered well.
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The Kentucky Bar, scene
of the two day deck de-
partment party to end all

parties

Church of the Sacred Heart

The 14th Century Cathedral of Santa Eulacia




While waiting for the boat, the Marco Polo Gla-
cier Bar was the popular hangout. Where else
could waves break over the roof in rough weather?

GEARING dropped anchor in Theoule, her first visit
to a French Riviera port this year. Theoule is a small, sum-
mer resort town situated on the southern coast of France,
about 4 miles west of Cannes. We arrived after the tourist
season was over, so our visit was a little more subdued
than visits to French Riviera ports usually are.

Highlights of this port visit were a visit from the mayor,
a Christmas party for the children of the town and a [ashion
show (French style) for the crew. We celebrated Christmas
day here and were surprised by a visit from Santa Claus—
it was good to know that good, old St. Nick didn’t forget
us.

Transportation was provided to and from Cannes for
the crew as we took optimum opportunity to celebrate the
Yule scason.




The Mayor of Theoule and the local school children
were welcomed aboard.




CANNES, FRANCE

30 DECEMBER -
6 JANUARY

The city of Cannes, ideally situated in the heart
of the French Riviera, is one of the most fashion-
able resorts of the world. From Cannes we were
within bus distance of Golfe-Juan, Nice, Villefrance
and Monaco. Many of us took this opportunity
to visit the reknowned ‘““Monte Carlo”.

A tour to Paris was scheduled and many GEAR-
ING men visited this fascinating city for the first
time. While in Cannes, we also had a chance to
visit the French Alps (visible from our anchor site)
and do a little skiing and relaxing.

During our stay in Cannes, we were greeted
by the arrival of 1965 and celebrated it French
style. Cannes was one of the highlights of our Med
cruise and also signified the end of it. One more
stop in Valencia, Spain for turnover and we'd be
homeward bound.

lous pleasure craft wintering on the Riviera

The liberty boat run was long but the Forrestal
added runs for Gearing sailors.
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Christmas show at the U.S.0. Club in Nice.




‘%dfm Show

Some fine examples of French feminine beauty paraded for the ships company one
afternpon in Theoule. Expensive bikinis and other womenswears were shown in hopes
that we would buy. Few did but the turnout was unprecedented.
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ﬁ Some fast working sailors dated themodels after the show.
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\ : Dinner for the crew, or movie call

would not have drawn as big a
crowd.




Fraternizing with the crew...

..then lured into C.P.0O. quarters




R ——————————

VALENCIA; SPAIN 16-18 JANUARY

Our two day stop in Valencia for turnover
gave each duty section a chance to get ashore
for one day. Generally speaking there was
not time to see the sights or much of the city
either. But just to toast Europe and the Med
a farewell until we return again.

On the last day ashore thoughts were al-
ready of the arrival home and of the good
things waiting just 11 days hence.

Finally after stocking up on fine Valencia
oranges we departed for Newport, Rhode Is-
land, on 18 January, and after a fairly calm
and uneventful Atlantic crossing along the
southern route, GEARING reached home at
0900 30 January 1965.
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The GEARING sailor at work and play...

«.a random sample.

Skeet shooting
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First officer to catch butt patrol

Nylon lines can be hazardous




Human fenders in Sfax
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(ivistmas Dinnes
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The fine Christmas turkey brought to mind the
Thanksgiving turkeys lost overboard during  re-
plenishment.

1964

On Thanksgiving we had ham.

Jumping the gun.
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Possible candidate forstar program skilled in painting

stars
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Red hot signalmen can overdo it sometimes




Chow will be delayed until...
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That's funny, the line just went slack.

“Pilot house, radio...”




Ilighline teamwork

“What’s the exchange rate after lunch?"

Knit one purl two
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Outstanding meal was
caten from a trough

The Supply Officer didn’t laugh when he had 1o pay the fine




~ ARRIVAL NEWPORT - 30 JANUARY 1965
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A shouted hello
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OF HOME AGAIN

So, with this scene
our cruise doth end.
And now the Poet
must grasp his pen,
With humble’d words
our thoughts to blend,
Of Home again, of home again.
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We set to sail,
the Seas to soar.
Through storm and calm,
from shore to shore.
With much to see,
and much to know;
Yet, thoughts, return
as evermo’ore,
Of Home again, of home again.
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To Sea again,
we'll happily go—
As only men
who sail can know.
Our hearts will sing,
as spray doth fly;
A ship alive
with creak and sigh.
Yet o’er it all, m
our hearts will yearn ' A% Shba
Of Home aguiq, of home again!

Chaplain ffoyette




