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Departure, Newport, R. I.
Ponta Del Gada, Azores
Naples, ltaly

Beirut, Lebanon

Suez Canal Southbound
Aden, British Protectorate
Muscat, Sultanate of Muscat-Oman
Bahrain, Persian Gulf
Massawa, Ethiopia

Suez Canal Northbound
Suda Bay, Crete

Naples, ltaly

Principality of Monaco
Malaga, Spain

Palma, Mallorca
Gibraltar

Return, Newport, R. .

9 August 1965
15-16 August
23-25 August
7-10 September
11-12 September
16 September
20-21 September
8-11, 14-16 October
23-28 October

1 November

3 November
5-17 November
18-21 November
24-27 November
1-5 December
7-8 December

18 December
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OFF T0 THE FAR PACIFIO — Destroyer Charles S, sobs as other relatives and friends of men aboard ‘wave
Sperry moves out from Pier 1 at ‘the Naval Base this farewell, The squadron, .unofficial sources have indicated,
mommf. ag she. and five other units of Destroyer Squad- will ‘bolster U. S. forces in Viet Nam.

ron 24 leave Newport to join the Pacific Fleet. Girl. at left (Daily Néws. Photo)

Dedication

The newspaper clipping above was one saved from many which are sent to sailors from home.

The ship in the photo does not have to be the GEARING for a man thousands of miles away from his
family to appreciate the well known scene. It is universal. And it is often the sight remembered best when
we are overseas—a waving farewell from the wife and children. =

Gearing wives in the past year or so have been waving farewell more often than most; in fact we have
been in Newport only about four of the last sixteen months, and the little woman has also had more ex-
perience than most at being the head of the family.

She has carried some mighty responsibilities on her shoulders while we were away and had only letters
to ease the loneliness.

In -appreciation for her patience, faithfulness, and many, many letters we salute and respectfully dedicate
this journal of our cruise to each of the 65 wives of the USS GEARING.
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THE GEARING.... A BRIEF HISTORY

The USS GEARING (DD-710) is one of the best known ships of the Navy, not because of her war record
(she has none), but because she was the prototype of what became known as the Gearing Class destroyer, a
svelte product of late World War IInavalarchitecture designed for longer cruising range and greater firepower.

The keel was laid without fanfare on August 10, 1944, and working with speed which will never again be
witnessed in a shipyard, the Federal Shipbuilding and Drydock Company sent the GEARING down the ways
at Port Newark, New Jersey on February 18, 1945, in just 192 days.

For 17 years the GEARING bore and used efficiently her anti-submarine and anti-air weapons—two ahead
thrown weapon mounts, depth charges, torpedoes, three 5-inch 38 caliber twin gun mounts and five 40 milli-
meter machine gun mounts. In the early 1960’ however, GEARING and other ships in her class began to
show signs of age and obsolesence, and in the extensive Fleet Rehabilitation and Modernization Program she
was reborn and saved from razor blades for an estimated eight more years.

Today she sports only two 5-inch 38 caliber gun mounts but has been given a greater anti-submarine
capability in the form of anti-submarine rockets (ASROC) and drone anti-submarine helicopters (DASH)
in addition to two three tube torpedo mounts forward of the bridge. ,

The GEARING has spent her entire lifetime in the Atlantic Fleet. Casco Bay, Maine was her first homeport
and her early years kept her mainly in Arctic waters. It was not until January of 1951 she sailed to Medi-
terranean waters for the first time, and she returned to a new homeport of Norfolk, Virginia. Always an active
participant in allied operations she sailed nine times with the Sixth Fleet in the “Med” since 1951.

Out of Norfolk, midshipman training cruises highlighted GEARING'S career. Northern European ports
and the Red Sea alternated with the “Med” as cruise routes. In 1954 she became part of the Atlantic Fleet
Hunter Killer Force to participate in the now infamous annual affair known as Operation Springboard. Be-
tween 1957 and 1959 the GEARING exercised in Operation Novorock with the Canadians, the Joint Civilian
Orientation Cruise, and LANTFLEX 2-58 and 2-59. Port visils were concentrated on the East Coast of the
US. and the Caribbean. As a unit of Destroyer Squadron Four her homeport became Charleston, South
Carolina in 1959.

In 1961 while on a South Atlantic cruise as flagship for Deputy Commander South Atlantic, GEARING
was called upon to intercept and apprehend the hijacked Portuguese liner Santa Maria. The first naval ship
in the area, GEARING was used as the negotiation flagship, for the negotiation Admiral, RADM Allen Smith.

In the summer of 1962 the FRAM I conversion gave GEARING a new silhouette and she made Newport,
Rhode Island and Destroyer Squadron Twenty her new home. On October 24, 1962 GEARING became the
first American ship participating in the Cuban blockade to intercept a Cuba bound Russian vessel— the BUC-
HAREST out of Odessa. :

Two Mediterranean, three Caribbean, and one midshipman cruise to Montreal, Canada, bring us to 1 0
May 1965 when the ship commenced forty days at sea patrolling the mouth of the harbor at Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic. The ship and ship’s company was awarded the Armed Forces Expeditionary medal for
their part in the operation. The summer of 1965 was spent in preparation for the GEARING's eleventh cruise
to Mediterranean waters.

Down the ways...DD-710 is launched on Mrs. Thomas M. Foley, daughter of the
18 February 1945 at the yards of the late Commander Gearing breaks bottle of
Federal Shipbuilding and Drydock Com- champaign on bow of GEARING at com-

pany, Port Newark, New Jersey. missioning ceremonies 3 May 1945.




