The Gearings Were

A Navy Family

Captain Henry Chaflant Gearing,
Jr. served from 1907 to 1944.

Commander Henry Chaflant Gearing, first of the name in the US
Navy is 3rd from left at bottom in this photo of one of his tours
of duty. He served 30 active years from 1879 to 1909.

Lt. Henry Chaflant Gearing IIIdied
‘f‘ “l])c Bl‘;;;l; of Guadalcanal, No- Seldom seen relic, the original Gearing ships seal,
vembex * later discarded in favor of the present one.




Commander James W. Martin
COMMANDING OFFICER

Commander Martin was born in Lowell, Massachuselts, February 23, 1926. He was graduated from
Lowell High School in 1942 and entered Holy Cross College, Worcester, Massachuselts, in February, 1943,
He enlisted in the Navy in March, 1943 and was called to active duty in July 1943, at which time he was
ordered to Holy Cross College under the V-12 program. In November 1944, he reported to the U.S. Naval
Reserve Midshipman’s School, Fort Schuyler, New. York, where he received his commission in March 1945.

After attending General Line Officers” School, Hollywood, Florida and 8 Gunnery School, Washington,
D.C.. in July 1945 he was ordered to USS SAN FRANCISCO (CA-38) in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater where
he served as Division Officer in the Gunnery Department and Junior Turret Officer. In April, 1946, he was
released lo inactive duty and returned to Holy Cross College from where he received his Bachelor of Science
Degree in June 1948. Commander Martin returned to active duty in January, 1951 during the Korean Con-
flict. From January, 1951 until September, 1952, he served as Gunnery Officer on board USS MALOY (EDE-
791). From October, 1952 until November, 1954, he served as Operations Officer on the Staff of Commander
Destroyer Division 602. In November, 1954, CDR Martin was ordered to duty as Aide and Flag Lieutenant
to the Commandant, First Naval District with Headquarters in Boston, Massachuselts, where he served until
July 1957.

During this tour of duty, Commander Martin transferred from the Naval Reserve to the Regular Nawvy.
From August, 1957 until June, 1958 he attended the U. S. Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island as
a student in the Command and Staff Course. From July 1958 until December, 1959, he was Executive Officer
of USS NORRIS (DDE-859). In January, 1960 Commander Martin was ordered to duty as Commanding
Officer, USS SELLSTROM (DER-255), in which billet he served until 24 June 1960 when SELLSTROM was
decommissioned and transferred to the Atlantic Reserve Fleet. Commander Martin assumed command of USS
THOMAS |. GARY (DER-326) on 4 August 1960, where he remained until being ordered to the Staff, U. S.
Naval Destroyer School in July 1961. In July 1962, heswas ordered to the Staff. U. S. Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island which was his last duty station prior to reporting as Commanding Officer, USS GEAR-
ING (DD-710) in July 1964.

Commander Martin holds the following decorations and medals: Navy Commendation Medal: Naval
Reserve; American Theater Campaign; Asiatic-Pacific Theater Campaign; World War I1 Victory; Navy Oc-
cupation with Asiatic Clasp; China Service; National Defense; Armed Forces Expeditionary; and Phillippine
Liberation medals.

In 1953, Commander Martin married the Jormer Lois A. Renahan of Malden, Massachusetts. T} hey live
with their five children at 42 Dudley Avenue South, Middletown, Rhode Island.




Lieutenant Commander Christopher S. Lardis
Executive Officer

Lieutenant Commander Christopher S. LARDIS, U. S. Navy, comes from the Middle West. His home,
Warren, Ohio, is in the heart of the Western Reserve wherein he attended elementary and secondary schools
and prepared for Annapolis at Kent State University. He received a Congressional appointment to the Naval
Academy and graduated with the Class of 1953. Upon graduation LCDR LARDIS received orders to the
SIXTH Fleet flagship, USS NEWPORT NEWS (CA-148) wherein he served as assistant navigator. His next
assignment was in destroyer types in which he served as Chief Engineer aboard the USS DELONG ( DE-684).

Early in 1958 LCDR LARDIS reported to Chicago and the Office of Naval Research where he served
as Assistant to the Commanding Officer for Research Reserve and as a liaison officer with various industrial
and university research centers.

In January of 1960 LCDR LARDIS returnedlo sea as a staff officer with Commander Destroyer Squadron
THREE, with homeport Yokosuka, Japan. Destroyer Squadron THREE was the first group assigned to the
Orient on a non-rotational basis and saw duty in the Philippines, Formosa, Okinawa, and Burma.

LCDR LARDIS departed Japan for Hawaii where he reported to the staff of Commander-in-Chief Pacific
Fleet. Pearl Harbor as Anti-Air Warfare Officer. Then in late summer of 1964 he reported to the Naval War
College as a student of the Command and Staff course and the George Washington University graduate pro
gram.

Upon graduation from the Naval War College in June 1965, LCDR LARDIS reported for duty aboard
the USS GEARING (DD-710).




A MESSAGE FROM THE
COMMANDING OFFICER




Here in a nutshell is how the ship’s company is organized and the work
gets done. This graph depicts the organization which is typical of ours and
of other Nawvy ships in the destroyer class.*
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*Cartoon figures courtesy of All Hands Magazine.




LCDR JOHN E. PURSLEY
Weapons Department Head
Navigator

WEAPONS DEPARTMENT

The function of the Weapons Department centers primarily
around the ship’s capabilities at anti-submarine warfare. Since
FRAM in 1962 the ship sports the Drone Anti-Submarine
Helicopters (DASH). Anti-Submarine Rockets (ASROC), a new
sonar and torpedo tubes. For defense against air and surface
altacks the ship relies on two twin 5inch 38 caliber gun mounts
and associated fire control system.

Also included in the Weapons Department is the deck force
which under the supervision of the Boatswainmates manages
all topside evolutions such as mooring and anchoring, under-
way refueling. replenishments, and transfers. and motor whale-
boat operation. While resting between these operations the “deck
apes " keep the sides and main decks perpetually rust free.

The white “E™ with a hash mark seen on the director
represents the superiority of the GEARINGS crew al ASW
and gunnery exercises over the other five units in DesRon
20. for the past two years.

LT]G H. T. GRACE
ASW Officer
DASH Officer

:4-’ Wm

ENS C. W. ZSCHOCK
Gunnery Officer

LT]G C. M. WIEDENMAYER

FOX Division Officer First Lieutenant
Ship’s Secrctary Assistant DASH Officer

Legal Officer

The ultimate target—the BECUNA SS-319 awaits transfer of observers.

LTJG D. M. PROVOST



- /
G. T. WATSON, STC T. E. MATTINGLY, STG3
Elizabeth, N. J. St. Francis, Ky.

{
Gunnersmaltes Missiles x
¥
Torpedomans Mates fe=—. 2
B. A. PARNELL, STG3
Detroit, Mich.
Sonar Technicians ’_a_.
1
Enginemen Q
Avialiqn Machinist Mates +
Electronics Technicians %
. ! Aviation Electronics Technicians ‘#).
R. C. AUCLAIR. GMM3
Indian Orchard, Mass.
'
B. G. SINKORA, GM M3 |. H.ACETO. GN M3
Rexlord, N. Y. Rochester, N.Y.

N. D. TORTORELLA. STG3 J. . DOWLING. STG3
Lincroft, N. J. Madison, Ohio

R. E. BOUCHARD. SN W. F. KING. JR.. SN
Easthampton, Mass. Canton. Ohio




<«
D. F. SIVER, EN1
Kenosha, Wis.
|
D. D. TUCKER, ETRSN S. M. MYLENKI, TM3
Dallas, Texas Hawthorne, N. J.
S.L. WRIGHT, AD]3 V. A. PASQUA, ATR3
Hutchinson, Kan. Middletown, N. Y.

J. M. MARINELLA, SN A.J. SPARVERI, SN
Steubenville, Ohio East Hartford, Conn.

Absent:
C. L. JENSEN, GMM2
Stanton, Mich.
]. BUTLER, GMM2
Monroe, La.
L. C. WALK, STG2
Tacoma, Wash.
J. S. EAST, TM3 Standing by for a tube shot.
Greenfield, Mo.

F. J. SIEWELL, STGSN
Pottsville, Pa.




M. CURRY, BMC
Buffalo, N. Y.

F. T. REHLING, BM2
Taylorville, IlL

A.R.CUSHMAN. BM3 J. W. LYNCH, BM3 R. A. BALABAN, SN
New London, Conn. Arlington, Mass. Valley Stream. N. Y.

L. ]. MAUTER, SN
Canton, Ohio A. J. GIARMO, BMSN ]. A. COOPER
Quincy, Mass. Georgetown, S. C.




E. F. GEORGE, SN R. J. RIORDAN. SN J. L. HALL, SN P. G. BRIDGE, SN
Oxford, Alabama City Island, N. Y. Marietta, N. Y. Albany, N. Y.

J. G. BRAY, SA B. L. ADAMS, SN
Greensboro, N. C. Summit, N. J.

W. T. HOLMES, SN T. L. JACKSON, SN
Owenton, Va. Gardiner, Maine




"
A. L. MILLER, SN C. N. IAKE. JR.. SA
Gowanda. N. Y. Ashland, Ohio
B
¥
D. V.O'CONNER. SA L. E. PATTEN, SA T. L TAYLOR, SN R. L. COSTEN, §'A
Bronx, N. Y. Hutchinson, Kan. Laurinburg, N. C. Brooklyn, N. Y.
Y

R\

= . Absent:
J. E. THIBADEAU. BM3
= Weymouth, Mass.
C. H. REESE, JR., SN
Stoughton. Mass.

R. M. LAFLEUR. SN L. M. JOHNSON, SA W. J. LAFORTE, SN
Woonsocket, R. 1. Black, Mo. Independence, Mo.

G. R. BEERS. SN
FLast Palestine. Ohio
T. A. CARUSO., SN

Trenton. N. |.

- R. F. CUMMINGS, SA
Newport, R L
R. H. MILLIARD. JR.. SA
Oakville, Conn,
R.S. SINGLETON. SA
Brooklyn, N Y.
‘ e
D. A.SPROUL., SN
West Concord, Mass.




G. E. FATH, GMGC L. S. LINDBLOOM, FT
Middletown, R. L. Portsmouth, R. L.

s "I SECOND DIVISION

Gunners Mates—Gunnery x

P. E. WAGUESPACK, GMG2 J- A. VOGEL, FTG2 .M. CLUNE, FTG3 R. W. PERUSSE, G
Southeaston, Mass. St. Louis, Mo. Mainstee, Mich. Amesbury, Mass
/

W

M. B. ORTON, GMGSN T. C. PARKER. FTG3
Buffalo, N. Y. Detroit, Mich.




FTGL .y | LAWRENCE, FTGSN R. G. BROWN, GMGSN J.A. HARTLE, FTGSN P. E. WITKOWSKI, FTGSN
L North Braddock. Pa. Wellesley, Mass. Allegheny, Pa. Bronx. N. Y.

| D.S. DONOHUE, FTGSN R. W. MARTINDELL, FTGSN
New York, N. Y. Trenton, N. J.

M. D. McGILL, GMGSN L.S. HANSEN, SN
Wallawalla, Wash. Bronx. N. Y.

R. M. NICKERSON, SN T. A. TURNER III, SA
Dover, N. H. Del City, Okla.
Absent:

A. 0. CASH, GMG1
Long Beach, Cal.
J. J. ELKL, FTG3
Atascadore, Cal.




