Commander Charles E. Johnson, USN

COMMANDER DESTROYER DIVISION 242

Commander Charles E.JOHNSON was educated at the University of Pennsylvania and U. S. Naval
War College. Entering the U. S. Navy in 1943 he was designated a Naval Aviator and commissioned

an Ensign in 1946.

He has served in various carrier air groups, patrol squadrons; aboard aircraft carriers, cruisers,
destroyers; and on combined, fleet and joint staffs.

During the Korean conflict he served as a night pilot aboard carriers operating off the coast of
Korea. Prior to assuming command of Destroyer Division 242,Commander JOHNSON was Operations
Officer, U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam; and Chief Staff Officer and Operations Officer, Coastal
Surveillance Force, Vietnam (CTF 115). A list of his decorations include: Legion of Merit with
Combat "V", DFC with gold star, Air Medal with gold and silver stars, Navy Commendation Medal
with Combat "V'", Purple Heart with gold star, US Navy Unit Citation with bronze stars, Korean
Presidential Unit Citation, Various Campaign and Theater awards.

Commander JOHNSON assumed command of Destroyer Division 242 on 28 September 1966 at Newport,
Rhode Island.

GEARING served as Commodore Johnson's flagship for much of the Mediterranean cruise., While
temporarily assigned to Destroyer Squadron Twenty Four, GEARING accompanied USS HAWKINS
(DD-873), USS VESOLE (DD-878), USS INGRAHAM (DD-694), USS WALLER (DD-466), and USS
SAMUEL B, ROBERTS (DD-823) on the deployment to the SIXTH FLEET.
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Commander Russell Alfred Marcellus, USN
COMMANDING OFFICER

Commander Russell A, Marcellus, USN, a veteran of sixteen years of active Naval service,

assumed command of USS GEARING (DD-710) on 25 April 1966,

After two and a half years as a Naval aviator, Commander Marcellus began his surface
Navy career aboard the battleship NEW JERSEY, Other assignments included USS PILLSBURY
(DFR-133), General Line School, and Fleet Training Group, Guantanamo Bay Cuba., After
receiving a Bachelor of Science dewree at Naval Postgraduate School in 1961, Commander
Marcellus was Executive Officer of USS WATTS (DD-561), and later USS THE SULLIVANS
(DD-537). Prior to reporting to GEARING he served as Executive Officer of USS YOSEMITE
(AD-19), flagship for commander Cruiser Destroyer Force, U, S, Atlantic Fleet.

Commander Marcellus holds the China Service Medal, Navy Occupation Service Medal,
National Defense Service Medal, Korean Service Medal, Umted Nations Service Medal, Korean

Presidential Unit Citation, Armed Forces Expechtlonary Medal, and the Navy Exped1t1onary
Medal,




Lieutenant Commander Christopher S. Lardis
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Lieutenant Commander Christopher S, LARDIS,U. S, Navy, comes from the Middle West.
His home, Warren, Ohio, is in the heart of the Western Reserve wherein he attended elementary
and secondary schools and prepared for Annapolis at Kent State University. He received a
Congressional appointment to the Naval Academy and graduated with the Class of 1953, Upon
graduation LCDR LARDIS received orders to the SIXTH Fleet flagship, USS NEWPORT NEWS
(CA-148) wherein he served as assistant navigator. His next assignment was in destroyer
types in which he served as Chief Engineer aboard the USS DELONG (DE-684).

Early in 1958 LCDR LARDIS reportedto Chicago and the Office of Naval Research where
he served as Assistant to the Commanding Officer for Research Reserve and as a liaison
officer with various industrial and university research centers.

In January of 1960 LCDR LARDIS returned to sea as a staff officer with Commander
Destroyer Squadron THREE, with homeport Yokosuka, Japan. Destroyer Squadron THREE
was the first group assigned to the Orient on a non-rotational basis and saw duty inthe
Philippines, Formosa, Okinawa, and Burma.

LCDR LARDIS departed Japan for Hawaii where he reported to the staff of Commander-
in-Chief Pacific Fleet, Pearl Harbor as Anti-Air Warfare Officer, Then in late summer of
1964 he reported to the Naval War College as a student of the Command and Staff course and
the George Washington University graduate program,

Upon graduation from the Naval War College in June 1965, LCDR LARDIS reported for
duty aboard the USS GEARING (DD-710).




DEDICATION

Throughout the cruise one person-
ality has provided us with constant
inspiration and encouragement in
the absence of our loved ones. His
ever present companionship has
stirred the souls of officers and
enlisted alike. He has influenced
our everyday life to an extent no
one will ever know. He is the rea-

son for our being here.

With great pleasure we affection-

ately and respectfully dedicaté this

journal of our cruise to. . .
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SHIP’S ORGANIZATION

COMMANDING OFFICER
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

OPERATIONS  WEAPONS
DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT

ENGINEERING  SUPPLY
DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT

O C DIVISION
Radiomen
Signalmen
Quartermasters
Hospital Corpsmen
Yeomen

O I DIVISION
Radarmen
Electronics Technicians

1ST DIVISION
Boatswainmates

9ND DIVISION

Gunnersmates

Fire Control
Technicians

ASW DIVISION
Missile Gunnersmates
Sonarmen
Torpedomen

DASH DIVISION

Aviation Electronics
Technicians

Aviation Enginemen

B DIVISION
Boilermen

Storekeepers
Commissarymen
Ships Servicemen
M DIVISION

Machinistmates

R DIVISION
Shipfitters
Electricians

IC Electricians
Damage Controlmen




WEAPONS DEPARTMENT

Lt Ross D. Barker
Newport, R.I,
Weapons Department Head

Ltjg Donald M. Provost Ltjg Ronald D. Wolfe Ltjg Charles W. Zschock
Mahwah, N. J. Philadelphia, Pa. Vernon, Conn.,
DASH Officer ASW Officer Gunnery Assistant

Absent: Ens Gene Cragg Ens Rolf Lium
Relieving DASH Officer 1st Division Officer



Peter F. D'Arrigo BM1 Jonas C. Reighn BM2
Fall River, Mass. Charlestown, Mass.

James J. Dowling BM3 Gerald R. Beers SN
Elizabeth, N.J, East Palestine, Ohio

Barry W. Johnson SN Timothy L, Taylor SN Randall M, Nickerson
Osceola, Wisc. Laurinburg, N.C, SN
Durham, NH,

Charles N, Lake, Jr. SN
Ashland, Ohio

FIRST DIVISION

Boatswain’s Mates X
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John L, Hall SN Leroy J. Dorsey SN Richard H. Milliard SN John W, Wagner SN
Syracuse, N, Y, Syracuse, N,Y. Oakville, Conn. Elkhorn, Wisc,

David W. Bish SN
Midway, Pa.

Richard D, Tippen SN William L. Brady SN Arthur L. Desjardins Earl L, Kagey SA
Riverside, Mich, Okeechobee, Fla, SN New Market, Va,
Lawrence, Mass,




—
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Lawrence J, Steele SA Randy Shepherd SA
Rome, N, Y. Danville, 111,

John E, Lochel SA
Pleasantville, N, J,

Roger L, Burt SA
Bridgeport, Conn,

Absentees: Bruce L. Adams SN; John E,
Carr, Jr, SA; Steven I, Connolly, Jr, SA;
Edward M. CopedJr.SN; David L., Fronczak
SN; Nathaniel P. Read SA; Carleton E,
Thibeault; Joseph F, Gardner SA; Roy A.
Archambrau SA
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Maurice G, Boudreau Albert F. Gerber FTG2 James G. Bray GMG3 Joseph M, Clune FTG3
GMG2 Milwaukee, Wisc, Greensboro, N, C, Manistee, Mich,

Charlton, Mass

SECOND DIVISION

Gunners Mates—Gunnery x

William T, Druhan, Jr,
FTGSN
Silver Spring, Md.

Morris J. Crump FTGSN
Laurens, S. C.




Raymond W, Martindell Richard P, Lambeth SN William N, Jarett FTGSN Donald D, Hardgrove
I FTG 3 Dallas, Texas Farmingdale, N. Y. FTGSN
Colorado Springs, Colo,

Trenton, N, J.

Absentees: Robert G. Brown, Jr.
GMG3; James E. Hartle I'TGSN;
David V. O'Connor GMGSN; Frank
Perez GMG1; Roy Singleton GMGSN;
Hubert A. Smith GMG1.

Ray D. Baxley SN

Gary R. Clark SN Thomas A. Turner SN
Portales, N.M,

East Hartford, Conn, Oklahoma City, Okla.
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George T, Watson STC Edward G, Fisher TM1 Robert Fields GMM2 David J. Haney GMG3

Elizabeth, N. J. Smithfield, W. Va. Somerset, Mass, Middletown, R. I,
gl
Gunners Mates, Missiles x
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Sonar Technicians % g

Frederick J, Seiwell STG3  Peter G, Bridge STG3
Pottsville, Pa. Newport, R, I,




B

Absentees: Paul M. Kaumans STG2;
William F. King, Jr. SN; Bryant A.
Parnell STG3; Mark Zachary STGSN.

h

Peter H. Hansen STGSN Robert A. Slavin STGSN Michael J. Webb STGSN  Richard E. Bouchard SN
Ridgewood, N.J, Rochester, N,Y, Lafayette, La. East Hampton, Mass.

John C. Koller SN William T, Holmes, Jr. SN Steven D. Coulter SN Richard J, Bidwell SN
Fleetwood, Pa. Richmond, Va. St, Paul, Minn, Rochester, N.Y,
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DASH DIVISION

Electronics Technicians %

Skyles Infinger EN1 Robert Shaffer Jr., EN2
Absentees: Panama City, Florida Millersville, Md.
Arthur R, Jefferson RD1
Raymond C, Cotter ETN3

Gregory O, Cork SN
Bend, Ore.

Ronald E. Donofrio SN Byron J, Doty SN
Stratford, Conn. Greenville, Mich.
One way or another we put DASH in the air.




