NAPLES, ITALY

Although prepped for a trip to the Red
Sea, our three week stop in Naples was
welcomed,

During the occasional work breaks from
the TAV with the CASCADE tours were
made to Pompeii, Capri, Rome and into
the heart of darkest Naples.

After watching the solemnItalian Christ-
mas observance, the Neapolitan New
Year celebration will long be re-
membered, At the stroke of midnight
everything from bedsprings to burning
Christmas trees was thrown from upper
story windows into the narrow streets
of the city. Observed from the ship,
Naples disappeared in the smoke from
bombs and burning debris. GEARING
departed on 3 January before the town
had fully recovered,

————

GEARING seaman Bish and Beers unload flood relief clothing.
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PALMA, MALLORCA

Ten days in Palma provided the least ex-
pensive port visit of the cruise. The rich
man's paradise of Palma was cheap for a
sailor in most places. High school Spanish
could get you by anywhere.

Friendly relations were established with the
crew of the Spanish minelayer NEPTUNO
moored down the pier, while stay-at-homes
enjoyed cocktails before dinner at the gedunk
stand on the pier,
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PARTY IN THE DASH HANGAR
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SFAX, TUNISIA

A journey into the Casbah or '"Medina" yielded
many souvenirs although Sfax was not considered
the best liberty port of the cruise.

Although there were few clear heads after the
ship's party no one seemed to care, The ship's
band was a hit with the Tunisians.
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King Constantine debarks from helicopter before the eyes 1

- of surprised tourists. J




18558y




]

o!}

With the Acropolis standing out in the twilight at the center of Athens, Sixth Fleet ships lie at anchor in the bay beyond.
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KAVALLA, GREECE

The seventh largest city in Greece, Kavalla, was largely a fishing port. For the first
time we saw snow, for we were within twenty-five miles of the Bulgarian border.
With the Executive Officer as interpreter we made many new friends for GEARING
and the Navy.

Archbishop of Kavalla escorts Captain and Executive
1 Officer on tour of his quarters.
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TRANSFER AT SEA
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Sixth Fleet is entirely self sufficient.
These pages show where the bread and
butter, fuel and bullets come from and
who gets the credit.







CHRISTMAS DAY AT NAPLES
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MISCELLANY
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