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We regret thot there has been a conriderable lapse of time since our last
Foamily.-Cram, howsver, better late than never so here goes - ‘

NORVA-GIBEAJTAR_CROSSING ~ On 4 December 1957 we headed hnck for the Mediterr-
anean and a resumption of our SIXTHFIT dutiecs after a brief but plesent five
weeks in Norfolk, We had been quite buny during our st~y in port ond exper--
ienced & lorge turn over cf personnel but still mannged to accomplish a con-
slderable amount of routine repairs and organize three pre-Christmes lcave
parties. The new men who reperted ntoard hefore e2iling were a fine lot-in
fact,the best draft of men we have scen come sbo-rd in some time. -

As you probably know,our croesing wae r-ther rough, Ve cncountercd a2 storm
the fir:t night out which 1l-sted for two cnd a half “nye and thoroughly in-
doctrin-ted our new men, many of whom were on their filret triip to sca. Nee’-
less to say, the old family two-and-a—hzlf grllon bucket proved on indispen-
scble dtem in mony cnscs, Aftoer a fow doys of rel-tive calm we~thcr we en-
countere:! a eccon? etorm for which the first hod evidently been just a preview.
From the evening of the 1Cth through the 13th we werc tossed nbout consider-
ably by mountrdiious waves and high winis. i1 hnnds were kept bisy about tho
ship kceping the modercte storn damnge within bounds and from becoming serious.
The numter of cases of se~ sickness fell to almost Zero, ~nc even our old
nmal de mer standbys experience’ a complcte recovery ~nd pitched in with the
rect. The USS SALAMONIE, - Navy tanker, rendezvoused with us on the 12th for
n echeduled refueling btut bccause of sen conditions ~tteuptes to refucl were
unsuccessful. During this tinc one of our scaman, George SCHiACK, from Union
Town, New Jersey wos wnshed over tre side. We c~ne abecut to recover him but
the S .LADONLE, which was nstern of us at the time, storped and effccted an’
outstanding recovery despite the extrenely acverse conditions prevailing.

On the 13th the sens had cnlmed little, but on nttempted fucling thot
morning proved successful largely through the efforts of Philip M. MAYER,
Signdlnan third class and lrwin L. HUMPHREY, Qurrtermaster third class,who
were tho helmenen,nd Ensign Palmcr D. SEFARKMAN, John P. .10, Chief Boats-—
wiln Mate, and Herbert L. NOLFOIK, Boptswain Mate first clnss, who ably hrn?lcd
the lince oot onm dcck deppitc Aifficultics ¢ncountercd with the fucling rig.
The period 13th through the 15th was spent altcrnatcly pumping salt water
ballaet fron empty fuel tanks ani recciving fuel in ite place. The 15th saw us
finally enroute ngain to Gibraltar, '

Qur stay in Gibraltar wee brief an we were glad when COMDESLANT represen—
tatives invectigating the storn dannge recormended the repairs be acconplished
by the destroyer tender USS T1DLIW.TER, then ot Naples, rather than in a foreign

shipyard as had been considered. /s o result we departed for Narles on the

NAPIES: The passnge to Naples was uneventful, and after an intecresting approach
passing close by the Isle of Capri ~nd Mt. Vesuvius, we entcred the benutiful
Bay of Naples and arrived in port early the 23rd, a scont 2 d~ys before
Christmas. Christnas D~y wns bright and clcar and LTJG MC S:71N, our Surply
Officer, Chief Cormissarynon Webster, and the ship's cooks an bakere pre-
pare one of the finest holidoy ncals 1 hnave secen on any ehip. Many of us
attended the special Christmas Church services hcld on the TIDEWATER ond the
cvening before a number of the men attende? erndlo light services in churches
of v-ricus denoninztlons ashore.” We nll niesed being with our fomilias fer+'.
AbA& Bblidey period but were aware of the neceesity of taking our shrre and turn
of duty in the S1ATH FLEET nt this time. Those of us who hnd families in the
Nowfolk aren were cspcelally groteful for the Christu~s p-rty s onsorcd by
COMDLEFIOT 4 for the familics of deploycd destreyernmen. Irom all reports re-
ceived, it was a highly successful ende~vor and grc t1y sprrecinted tv fh:114cs



Although most of the time alongside the TIDEWATER was devoted to repair
work, several organized portles visited Rome, the ruins of Pompey and Mt.
Vesuvius, A few hardy souls even braved the cold choppy passage to Capri
on some of the numernus spall excurslon boats., By 21 Janusry the TIDLWATER
had completed all Iepalrs to the damags caused by the storm and refueling
attempts the month tetfore, Onge aguin we were ready to actively take our place
in the Sixth Fleet. The repalrs and cther woric accomplisaned by the TIDEWATER
cannot be praised too highly ~ the willinginess, quality of work perfoimed and
general can-do attitude of the tender personacl was unmatcagd in our expere
lence with tenders, Also to be commerded was our own Crew; which pitched in
08 never before and nade the tender pericd one of the most productive pericds
we have ever expericnced, For example, the shnipfitter gang turncad to all day
with tender personnel and then oftes wmoricad ali night to accomplish consider—
able other work for the ship, The fire controlicn, gunner's mates . devk ond
englneering personnel alro put in long hours 4o bring the ship up to its
highest material standara yct, (the cngineers in partilcular have mrde grecot
gains in this respect), and all h-nds dcserved a well done. While 2long.-
side the tender, it was also my pleasure to award letters of commendntion to

personnel for outstanding perforncnce of dity during the storn 10-13 Dec-
embers Thesc nen were:

MANN, Carrol G., FTC, USN fronm Dungarnon, Virginia
PELIES1ER, Rolrnd H., BT(, USN fron Woonsocket, R. I,
NOFFOIK, Herbert L., BM1, USN fron Baltimore, Md,
DENT, Joseph R,, ET3, UN froa Fiverdrle, M4,
HUMPHEEY, Irwin L., QM3, USN from Norih Grruby, Conn,
MAYER, Phillip M., SM3, USN fron Anderson, Calif,

NAPLIES .. 1SKENDERON - On 21 Janu-ry we got underway from Nnples for Iskenderon,
Turkey, For a while it looked as if tho TIDEWATER were reluctant to let us
part — it was only after some two or three hours th-t wc were oble to dis-
engage our anchor fronm the tender's onchor chain ~nd get on our way, That
evening enroutc east, we passed close ty Stromboli, the islend of voleanic

and Ingrid Bergnan fame, but unlike previous pnesings this one found the
volcano quiet, and we wiescd n good sconic attraction. ILater th t evening we
sailed through the Strnits of Meesina, th-t narrow heavily tr~fficked strait
betwecn the toec of ltaly ~nd island of Sicily. 4s always, it kept the Navigat—
or on his toes and provided us with 2n interesting hour or two ns we ovoided
shipping ond whirlpools while p ssing close by between the well-lighted shorcs,
The next fow d-ys we ceneentrated on general drills and battle problers to

get back in shape oftcr cur long =tay in Naples and tc uncover any minor
defects in equipment or crgonizoticn, On the 2304 we Joined the USS DAV1S (DD
937), one of cur new destroyer leaders, and proceeded in conpany with her to
lskendercn, where we both fueled nt the Turkish Naval Base located there. 4s
this was a fueling stop only, tinc did not pernit us to go ashore. Howover, as
viewed from the ship, it did not lock ns though we nissed nuch. Iskenderon
appeared to be g Smail bleak tcwn clinging tenaciocusly to the steep bay's

edge while surrounded by high snow-capped neuntains, Having been warned by
Turkish naval officers cf the sudden and viclent storns which sweep dewn freon

the nountain basses, we were glad to get underway th-t sane night for Ismir,
Turkey, o tcre attractive liberty port,

EROTHERS, Looking over cur roster we were sonewh-t surprised te see thnt we
had four sets of brethers serving abcard ship - they are:

CROSSF1ELD, C.E., Seanan Arprentice, Deck Division,and
CROSSF1ELD, F.H., Searan, Coumvnication Division, frcn Lewistown, Minn,

SMITH, H. P., Machiniet Mate third, Fepair Division,and
“M1TH, H. H., Son~rrnnn third cleres, Foxtrct Divisicn,frowm Porte 1outh, Va,

BIFLSCH, J.i., Boilernan fireman, Engineering Division,and
BI}ESCH. J.M._. Tlantmdatan 1134 b - -



As you probably know,our croesing wne r-ther rough, Ve cncountercd 2 storm
the fir:t night out which lrsted for two cnd a hilf ?nys and thoroughly in-
doctrin-ted our new men, many of whom were on their firet triip to sca. Nce’-
less to say, the 0ld family two-anid-a-half gollon bucket proved on indispen-
sable iten in mcny cnses, After a few doys of rel-tive calm we-thcr we en-
countere! a eccon? storm for which the first hard evidently been just a preview,
From the evening of the 1Cth through the 13th we werc tossed nbout consider-
ably by mountrdous waves ond high winls, 411 hands were xept bisy about tho
ship keceping the modercte stornm damngo within bouncds and from becoming ‘serious.
The numter of cnses of se» sickness fell to almost Zero, ~nc even our old
nal de mer standbys experience’ a complcte recovery nnd pitchec in with the
rect. The USS SALAMONIE, - Navy tanker, roncezvoused with us on the 12th for
n scheduled refueling tut bccause of sen conditions "tteupte to refuecl were
unsuccessful. During thie tinc one of our scaman, George SCHICK, from Union
Town, New Jersey wrs wnshed over tre side. We come about to recover him but -
the S.LAONIE, which was nstern of us at thc time, storped and effccted an
outstanding recovery despite the extrenely adverse conditions prevailing.

On the 13th the sens had calmed little, but =n nttempted fucling thot
morning proved successful largely through the efforts of Philip M. MAYER,
Signdlman third class and lrwin L. HUMPHREY, Qurrtermaster third class,who
were tho helmsmen,nd Ensign Palmcr D. SFARKMAN, John P. G.I0, Chiéf Boats—

wain Mate, anl Herbert L. NOLFOIK. Boatswain Mate fipet clnss, who ably hrnilcd
the linces out onm declk derpitc difficultics cneountered with the fucling rig.
The period 13th through the 15th was spent alternatcly pumping salt'water

ballaet fron empty fuel tanks an receiving fuol in ite place. The 15th saw us
finally enroute ngain to Gibraltar., ‘ '

Qur stay in Gibraltar wee brief an® we were glad when COMDESLANT represon—
tatives invectigating the etorm danage recormended the repairs be acconplished
by the destroyer tender USE T1DLW.TER, then at Naples, rather than in a foreign

shipyard as had been considered. Ils o result vwe departed for Narles on the
20th,

NAPIES: The pnssnge to Noples was uneventful, and after an interesting approach
passing close by the Islec of Capri ~nd Mt, Vesuvius, we entcred the beautiful
Py of Naples and arrived in port early the 23rd, a scont 2 d-ys before
Christmas. Christnas D-y was btright and clcar and LTJG MC SWALN, our Surply
Officer, Chief Cormissarynn~n Webster, nnd the ship's cooks ant bakers pre-
pares! one of the fineet holidoy ncals 1 have scen on any ehip, Many of us
attended the special Christmas Church services hcld on the TIDEWATEER ond the
cvening before a number of the men attende? erndlc light services in churches
of v-rious denomin:tlons ashore.,' We nll nicsed being with our familias fer*d.
Lie Bblidey period but were aware of the necessity of taking our shrre and turn
of duty in the S1ATH FIEET nt this tipe. These of us who hnd fanilies in the
Noxrfolk aren were cspceially grateful for the Christu-s p-rty sponsorcd by
COMDESFIOT 4 for the frmilics of deploycd destrcyernen. Iron agl reports re-
ceived, it was a highly successful ende~vor and grc tly oprrecinted ty fa:llics
“nd wen alike - and further goes to prove th-t despite its sizc and complexity
the Navy is aware of the needs and problens of tho individaul. On the 29th
of Decerber we pooled our efforts and gifts with those of the TIDEWATER and
cavo a Christnae porty for Some 75 orphans fron a loc-l Naples orphanage .-: .-
sponfored by a United St~tes Methodist Mission. The children were a fine

healthy lot, well cdjusted, and the p~rty was a grest remscess: for all copx .
nerned,

]



T, TTEe  sMe sosv o svuLLULGGU, RULNET S LIATES . detk ond
engineering perscnnel aleco put in long hours 4o bring the ship up to its
highest materianl standara yct, (the c¢ngineers in particular have m~de grent
gains in this respect), and all h-nds deserved 2 well done. While along.-
slde the tender, it was also my pleasuro to award letters of comnendntion to

personncl for outstanding perforncnce of dity during the storn 10-13 Dec—
embers These nen werex

MANN, Carrol G., FTC, USN from Dungarnon, Virginia
PELI1ES1ER, Rolnnd H,, BTC, USN fron Woonsocket, R, 1,
NOFFOIK, Herbert L,, BM1, USN fron Baltimore, Md,
DENT, Joseph R,, BT3, USN froum Fiverdnle, M4,
HUMPHFEY, Irwin L., QM3, USN from Norih Grruby, Conn,
MAYER, Phillip M,, SM3, USN from Anderson, Calif,

NAPIES .. 1SKENDERON - On 21 Jonu-ry we got underway from Nnples for Iskenderon,
Turkey, For a while it looked as if tho TIDEWATER were reluctant to let us
part — it was only after some two or three hours th-t wc wcre oble to dis-
engage our nnchor from the tender's anchor chain nhd get on our way., That
evening enroutc east, we passed close ty Stromboli, the islend of voleanic

and Ingrid Bergman fanme, but unlike previous pnesings this one found the
volcano quiet, and we uiescd n good scenic attraction, ILater th t evening wc
sailed through the Strnits of Meesina, th-t narrow heavily trnfficked strait
betwecn the toec of Italy and island of Sicily. As always, it kept the Navigat-
or on his toes and provided us with ~n interesting hour or two a5 we svoided
shipping ond whirlpools while p-ssing close by between the well-lighted shorcs.,
The next fow d-ys we cencentrated on general drills and battle problers to

get back in shape after cur long stay in Naples and tc uncover any minor
defects in equipnent or crganizeticn, On the 2324 we Joined the USS DAV1S (DD
937), one of cur new destroycr leaders, and proceeded in conpany with her to
lskendercn, where we both fueled At the Turkish Naval Base located there. As
this was a fueling stop only, tiuc did not perrit us to go ashore. Howecver, as
viewed frem the ship, it did not lock ns though we nissed much. Iskenderon
appeared to be a snall blenk town clinging tenaciously to the steep bay's

edge while surrounded by high snow-capped mcuntains, Having been warned by
Turkish naval officers cf the sudden ond viclent storns which sweep dcwn fren

the nountain pbasses, we were glad to get underway th-t sane night fer Ismir,
Turkey, « tcre attractive liberty port,

EROTHERS, Looking over cur roster we were sonewh:t surprised tc see thnt we
had four sets of brethers serving abcard ship - they are:

CKROSSF1ELD, C.E., Seanan Irprentice, Deck Division,and
CFOSSF1ELD, F.H., Searian, Coumtnication Division, frecn Lewistown, Minn.

SMITH, H. P., Machinist Mate third, Fepair Division,and
“M1TH, H. H., Son~rrnan third olres, Foxtrct Divisicn,from Portemouth, Va,

BIFLSCH, J.il., Boilernan fireman, Engineering Division,and
BITESCH, J.M., Electrician third cl-ss, Kepair Bivision,fron Revere, Pa,

SANTMAN, GL.E., Seannn, Deck Division,and
SANTMAN, E.W., Seanan, Supply Division,frca Ocala, Florida,



e - - Cemm m s es wm msemeag weary o WLU L U UTIULL U WL
“bess (Comnnnder Desroyer Force, U,S. Atlantic Fleet) for the p~st two yenrs,
vas relioved by hewr Aduiral Edrund B, TAYIOR, USN, We were scrry teo eee
Mniral Drniel leave, Perhaps this nessage ty COMDESFIOT FOUR (cur Nerfolk
bess), best sums up our feclings:

FROM: COMDLSFLOT FOUR TO: COMDESLANT ~ INFO: CINCLANTFLT and DESFIOT FOUR

FOI R./DM DANIEL X THE OFI'IGEFS AND MCM Ci DESFIOT FOUR FEALLZE THAT HAULING
DOWN YOUE FL.iG AS COMDESI.NT S1GNALS THL DLP.ETULE FRGM THIS rORCE OF AN
AEDENT CHAMPION WHOSE PLRSONAL EFFORTS H.VE DONE €O MUCH TC 1NCHEASE THE
ST.TURE AND PhL1OLMANCE OF DESTROYLLS AND DLSTROYERMEN X EVEN THOUGH THE
DISTANCE BETWLEN YOUR HLADGUAITERS AND DESFIOT FOUR H.S USUALLY BLEK GRE/T
YOUR 1NTENSE PERSONAL 1WTEREST 1N OUF WEIF 'hE HAS BLLN LN INSPIRGTION TO US
AND Wk H.VE FELT SECURE 1N THE KNOWILDGE TH.T YOUR LOYAITY WOULD SUST.IN US
1N ADVERSITY X WE B1D YOU GOD SPEED WITH THE HOPE TH T FORTUNE W1LL F /VOR US
BY SREING YOUR FL.G FLY 5G.IN 1IN T/SK FORCES OF WH1CH SH1FS OF DESFIOT FOUR
{TE 4 PART,

Although we regret Renr fdniral Denlel's deporture, we ore fortunote in have
ing another ex-destrcyernan takc over the heln, Again 1 would like to pass
cn COMDESFIOT FOUR's message to Fenr aduiral Taylor:

FOR R.ADM T/YIOF X SPE/KING FOF LLL HANDS OF DESFIOT FOUR 1 EXTEND TC YOU 4
WiRM WELCOME ON THE OCC4iSION OF YOUR RLTULN TO DESLAKT 55 OUF NEW BOSS X WE
KNOW YOU SH/KE OUF PRIDE IN . FORCE WHiCH CAN PERFORM MOIE EFFECTIVELY IN
MOIE W/.YS TH/N ANY OTHEE TYPE X TO YOU WE L1FT OVUF SALTIEST STEAMING C.PS
AND PLEDGE OUR STRONGLST SUPPOIT,

QUL._BOSSES. Incidcntly yru night be interested in knowing something about

our destreyer comiend set up — our hosses, In nddition to COMDESLANT in New-
pert, we have another aduirnl in Norfolk, hear .duiral Claude V. Ficketts.

ng Coimonder Destreyer Flotilla FOUR (COMDLSFLOT 4), Adpiral Ficketts is in
cormnnd, under COMDESLANT, of all Norfolk-bLased destroyers. Under idniral
Ficketts, we have a number of Destroyer Squadrcn Connanders, each in cornand
of 7 or 8 destreyers., Ours is Cooronder Destroyer Squadron FOUR (CCMDESRON 4)
Captain .. L. Parker, USH, E-ch destroyer squadron is in turn divided into
two divisions, usually of 4 ships each, and ccunrnded bty a division cormnander,
We nre in Desircyer Division 41, =nd Captain Parker doubles us both the
Squadron and Division Corrander. The other division of our squadron is DEED1V
42, cormnanded by Captain K. E. Sinnott, USN, Graphically it lcoks like this:

y

COMDLS LANT )

Kadn Taylor, '

-LNewport, Rqode Island |

f
| ! —

Other Flotillas COMDLSFIOT FOUE | ! Other Flotillas |
Other iregs hadi: Ricketis ' L,Othcr Areas !
i Norfolk, Virginig

L L | |

Other COMDESEON FOUR Other 1 Other
Squadrons Capt Parker Squadrons Squadrons
Norfolk Norfolk Norfolk | Norfolk
l |
COMDESLLY FORTY—ONE COMDES?1V FOLTY-TWO
Capt Parker Capt Sinnott
USS GE.TING (DD 710) USS E. 4. GLEENE (DDR 711)
USS MANTEY (DD 940) USS DYESS (DIR 880)
USS T. H, MC CARD (DD 822) USE BOLDELON (DDR 881)
USS VOGELGES.NG (DD 862) USS FURSE (DIE 882)
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‘i worst difficultic

refueled vesterday.

Ships Baili ng §@a‘m
Now Quf of Danger

WASHINGTON - () — ’1‘3’10}'

‘navy said yesterday that four ships!
‘which have.been battling a North.
Atlantic storm off Spain are now;
,consideved out of danger.

The [wo destroyers which.,were.
Thursday, the,
Grearing and the Vogelgesang, were,
Thursday they;
were scraping the boitom of iheir:
‘tanke after wind and mountainous:
,seas prevenied cofueling by a
‘nearby tanker. A third destroyer!
ithe McCord, which had a larger|
fuel supply and was in less danger. ‘
'(1:. to refuel shortly, the navy said,

Wind and sea conditions have
| improved considerably in fhe area,
abom 400 wiles northesst of tlm‘

| i
{ i

! Azorr‘s

| A fourth destroyer, the USS Man.!

ey, which lost 2 crew member and!
lsuffered superstruciture damage.
‘was able Lo proceed toward Lis-|
‘von and was due thare late yester-
dayv (4:50 pan, EST).

‘Battling Seas
*Out Of Danger

 The Navy said t>dar that iour

ghips which hava t battling
g North Aftlantic sto  »ff 8pain
are now considercd « ° f danger.

_The twc. destrobers  ich were
‘In  worse dific 'tiex  esterday,
the Gearing Mg . V- elgesang,
were refuel odey.  ssterday,
they were & ag the »™=om of |
their tanks & .r win ¢ .4 moun- .

‘ber and suifered superstructmve;

Four Navy Ships/

| WASHINGTON, Der. 13 (AP)—

tainous seas prevent. lg refueling
by & nearby tanker. A third de-
stroyer, the McCard, which had 2
larger fue! supply and was in less
danger, is to refuel shortly, the
Navy seid.

Wind and sea conditions have
improved considerably in the
avea, about 400 miles nartheast of
the Azores.

A fourth destroyer, the USS

Manley, which lost a crew mmem-

damage, was able tc proceed to- |
ward Lisbon and was due the;e
late today.

A Naval spokesingn in Norfo.\,
sald & second member of the!
Manley's crew has died of mjurles
suffered when the shin wWas]|
struck by towering seas Wedip .~ |
day night. The name of this sec- |
ond victim has not been rsleased |
pending notification of next of |
&in.

Several other members of fhe
Manley's crew wWho were imumd;
will be hospitalized in Lisbon, fhc
Navy hers said.

Two ghips, the transport Gen.'
Hodges =and the light earrier:
Tripoli, which had been ordered
in the scene to help i needed,
have now heen released to ie-
Jume course.

The refueling operation was ac
complished by the flest oiler &ai.
amonie,




